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Dear Chairwoman Kranc:

The Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression (FIRE), a nonpartisan nonprofit
dedicated to defending freedom of speech,' remains alarmed that Brandeis University has
derecognized its campus chapter of Students for Justice in Palestine based solely on the
university’s opposition to the group’s views. As discussed in our enclosed November 7 letter to
President Ronald Liebowitz, this punishment for political advocacy violates the university’s
explicit, public commitment to uphold student free speech rights. We call on Brandeis’ Board
of Trustees to restore SJP’s recognition and recommit the university to its laudable free
expression promises.

In The Boston Globe and in an email to SJP, President Liebowitz made clear that Brandeis’
punishment is based entirely on its pro-Palestinian advocacy.> As of today, Brandeis has
offered no evidence that the SJP chapter violated any law or university policy. Indeed,
Liebowitz conceded that no individual students have faced disciplinary action.® Absent any
indication that Brandeis students engaged in misconduct or evidence of legitimate campus
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safety concerns, the only explanation for Brandeis’ action is administrators’ opposition to the
chapter’s ideology.

Yet Brandeis promises its students, in no uncertain terms, that it will “encourage the airing of
the widest range of political and scholarly opinions and to prevent attempts to shut down
conversations, no matter what their topic.”® Your institution has adopted its namesake
Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis’ pronouncement: “If there be a time to expose through
discussion the falsehood and fallacies, to avert the evil by the processes of education, the
remedy to be applied is more speech, not enforced silence.”® Any reasonable conception of
“free expression” and the “free exchange of ideas” endorsed by Brandeis necessarily protects
the whole of the speech of its SJP chapter.®

Rather than resort to engaging in more speech to air its concerns with SJP’s views, Brandeis
silenced its students by revoking SJP’s recognition. Under Brandeis’ own policies, it can justify
such a severe sanction only for the kind of extreme misconduct that is not present here.”
Instead, this derecognition seeks to stifle the chapter’s expressive rights by preventing it from
accessing campus space for their events, university funds for their advocacy, and student
listservs to communicate with the academic community. This censorship has already wrought
consequences—the university’s sudden revocation of recognition recently forced SJP to cancel
a planned vigil for the victims of the Israeli bombardment of Gaza.?

It is precisely moments of great strife when educational leaders must take a principled stand
for free speech. Brandeis students are no safer nor wiser because Liebowitz derecognized one
of the only pro-Palestinian groups on campus. We urge you to restore the primacy of student
free speech on campus by reinstating the university’s SJP chapter, and we request a substantive
response to this letter no later than the close of business on December 1, 2023.

Sincerely,
Zachary Greenberg
Senior Program Officer, Student Organizations, Campus Rights Advocacy

Encl.
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